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Abstract
'Wild species have played a critical role in the lives of rural people in the olden days as they
were utilized for both pharmaceutical and food. One of the versatile wild species that has
been used in the past era for the dual purpose s the wild cucumber species, with some of
the rural communities still utilizing the crops for various reasons. These wild species have
been found to be in abundance in Africa and other continents such as Asia and vary greatly
in morphology and physiology. Several of these species have been used as food such as
African horned cucumber, which was consumed fresh or added to meal o pickled for
preservation. The wild cucumber has been widely used for pharmaceutical purposes as
they have been found to contain high amounts of antioxidants, secondary metabolites, and
rich essential oils with beneficial medicinal properties. These medicinal properties are
found both in the leaves and in the fruits of the plant as both have been widely used for
treatments of various ailments. The medicinal uses of wild cucumber species vary from
wound healing to anticancer to antimicrobial activities among others. Importantly, most of
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